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Loving to Learn, Learning to Love. For every child a chance to shine.

Community - We are stronger together
Our new value for the first half of the Autumn term was ''Koinonia or Community’. We
have been thinking about how we can build a new community in our new classes and social
bubbles and how we can involve the wider community in our harvest fundraising project!
This Christian Value comes from a Greek word 'Koinonia' which means ‘that which is in
common’. Other translations might include ‘union’ and ‘partnership’. So, in our school and
classrooms, we have been working together to make things easier so we can achieve
great results!

The children have had a wonderful half term of fun and learning. They have all
contributed to our whole school art project which was about experiences during
Lockdown 2020. The children completed a handprint in the colours of the rainbow and
then wrote or drew a memory of lockdown.

The rainbow colours reminded us of the
Christian symbol of hope and the
rainbows that we painted and stuck in
our windows for to say thank you to the
NHS. The hands helped us remember
that we helped each other and that we
washed our hands to keep everyone safe.
The tree is a reminder that we still
continue to grow even after lockdown.

Harvest Festival
This year our Harvest Festival has taken on a different format. Every class prepared
a harvest song or poem and a prayer to share with parents and carers. They were
amazing! The children also wanted to raise money for our local food bank in
Buntingford and so we held a non-uniform day in support of this. Thank you to all our
parents for showing support for this fantastic cause and donating £1.

We managed to raise £133.00 which has been donated to the Buntingford Food Bank.
Thank you for your continued support.

Reception
Our new Reception children have settled so well into their classroom. They have had
lots of fun making new friends!
In class the children have spent lots of time learning
through their play. There’s been bridge building,
mark-making, water play, role play, building
incredible models in the creative area, and lots lots
more!

The children have
also taken part in
some adult led
activities. For
example, linking in
with our first
core story Owl
Babies by Martin
We have been doing lots of outdoor learning too. At
Forest School, we have done all sorts of things, from
cooking potatoes, to going on a Gruffalo hunt!

Waddell, we have
been creating our
own family trees.

Year 1

We have loved returning to school and reconnecting with our friends, building, talking,
problem solving and working together…
In maths we have explored numbers to 10, consecutive
numbers and 1 more and 1 less…

We have been writing simple sentences using our
phonics and remembering capital letters, finger spaces
and full stops.

We also enjoyed our
art day where we
decorated stones as
part of our outside
commemoration of
Lock Down 2020.
Mrs Betley just
needs to seal these
so the paint doesn’t
run and then there
will be a picture of
the finished product
on the website…

Year 2
The Year 2 children have all settled well into our new routines. They are enjoying
being in class and are all working really hard!
Our topic this half term is The
Great Fire of London. The
children have made some lovely
Tudor buildings for their
homework and are enjoying
learning lots of facts in History.
They will be making a model fire
engine in D&T using axles, wheels
and chassis.

In computing the children have been
programming the Beebots to move
forwards and make turns. They have also
been predicting where the Beebot might
end up. We have then been designing a
program using Pyonkee on the iPad. The
children have enjoyed designing a
background and a sprite and then learnt to
make their sprite move using directional
language.

We all had a great time on art day making
hand prints about our lockdown experience,
painting rocks and decorating CDs to be
placed around the school.

Thank you for your continued support!

Year 3
It has been amazing to see how quickly the children have settled into their new class
with their new teachers after what has been a very interesting year so far.
Here’s just a snippet of the fantastic learning the children have been doing since
September!
On the first day, we started rebuilding our relationships with each other and tested
our perseverance by building towers out of spaghetti, tape and marshmallows…

Since then, in Science we have been exploring the need for light to be able to see
things...

We were even trained by RTFC on how to be sports leaders at lunch time!

We’ve had a fantastic first half term and wish you a safe and restful break over half
term. 

Year 4
Seven weeks have flown by, and the cobwebs have well and truly been blown away by
now! The children quickly settled back into school life, and they have been working
really hard. Here is just a sample of what we’ve been up to…
In English, we have been writing adventure stories involving mythical creatures. The
children edited their stories with the help of a classmate.

In maths, we have been working on place value, and a bit of problem solving too! We’ve
done lots of interesting lessons outdoors including measuring the height of trees!

In science, we
have been learning
about electricity.
We’ve built and
tested circuits,
and we’ve learnt
about conductors
and insulators.

