Head’s desk

March 2021
We started the second half of the spring term
exploring the value of Thankfulness. Christians
believe that God loves and cares for them in many
different ways in all aspects of their life. They
know their response to this provision should be one
of thankfulness and praise. We have used songs,
hymns and bible stories to help the children realise
the importance of saying and feeling thankful.

We have enjoyed having all the children back in school for the last 3 weeks of this
spring term. The children have settled well to their learning and have enjoyed
spending time with their friends.
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Many pupils in reception and years 1-4 used their
last week of home learning earlier this month to put
pen to paper and write their own original stories. A
selection of stories were entered for a competition
organised by McCarthy Stone. These were shared
with the homeowners at The Apartments at Royal

Gardens in Buntingford to read and enjoy, as well as
select a winner. Year four pupil, Darcy, was chosen
as the winner thanks to a fantastic story entitled ‘A
True Dream’. Darcy was awarded a book token to
help her to continue to enjoy her love of reading,
whilst the school also received a donation towards
books for the library. We are really proud of all our budding authors but send a
particular well done to Darcy.

The Forest School team have helped to create an
Easter Wonderland in the wild wood for all the
children to explore and enjoy. The children were
given the opportunity to be creative and spiritual
with an Easter treat at the end!
Happy Easter to all our families, we hope you have
a safe and restful break!

Reception
Reception have been doing lots of active learning and
exploring since we’ve been back!
Science week - what
happens if you add
celery to coloured water
and wait?

What about adding
warm water to skittles?

And what about if
you add cornflour to
water, oil or shaving
foam??

We’ve planted potatoes
at Forest School…

…dressed up as superheroes
for Comic Relief…

…and even had some advice
on keeping safe from real
life superheroes!

Year 1
Year 1 are happy to be back and learning with their friends again! We
have been busy…
We loved dressing up as heroes for
Comic Relief. Thank you for all the
donations!

We explored habitats
in our Mr Postmouse class book
and made some out of Lego.

In English we worked together to
identify what makes a good letter
(pink post-its) and what was
missing (green post-its) so we
could write our own.

We have used addition and
subtraction facts to compared
number sentences in maths.

Year 2
The children have only been back for three weeks but we have been really busy!
It was lovely to start with Science week. We did lots of practical science
investigations including testing materials to which would make the best umbrella,
making paper helicopters and seeing if we could make different sized bubbles…
We also had an active science lesson during which we learned how oxygen was
pumped around the body…

After science week we resumed ‘normal’ lessons where in English we have been
learning all about non-fiction texts and in Maths we have been learning to multiply!
In Art we have been learning all about Islamic Pattern Art and we have discussed
what toys, crazes and school were like in the past in History!

Year 3
It’s only been three weeks since all the children returned, but we’ve been incredibly
busy!
We kicked off by diving head first into lots of practical Science investigations
celebrating Science week.

First we investigated folding paper in different ways to create a bridge and
finding out which was the best way to support weight…
Then we had an active Science lesson where we learnt how oxygen was pumped
around the body…

We also made helicopters and tested different ways of making them spin
faster such as adding more weight and even length to the blades by adding more
paper!
After Science week we went straight back into our lessons where in English we
started looking at how to write a newspaper report and in Maths, we have been
learning about how to add and subtract money.
It’s been a very busy few weeks but we hope that you manage to get some rest
over Easter. We will see you after Easter for even more great learning!

Year 4
It’s been lovely having the children back. They settled back into school life very quickly, and
they’ve been a real pleasure to teach (in person) again. The first week back was science week,
and we did lots of experiments including: designing (strong) paper bridges, plugging holes in
leaky cups and rolling cans from different heights. We also learnt about the water cycle.

We’ve done lots around the Easter story this week,
focusing initially on the Last Supper. We used drama
to retell different parts of the story. These were
filmed and edited together to make our very own
Easter story video! If you’d like to watch it, you can
find it on the school website or the Year 4 home
learning folder. Over the last couple of days, the
children wrote their own retellings of the Easter
story, and they did a really good job!

We also filmed superhero movie trailers which are currently being finalised. I will also save
these in the Year 4 home learning folder in case you’d like to watch them at home.

Governors
As Governors we know that this last year has been exceptionally challenging and I
wanted to take the opportunity, on behalf of the Governing Body, to say a massive
thank you to our school community.
To our wonderful school staff. We are so lucky to have such skilled teaching and
support staff at Layston. You have shown creativity, dedication and sheer hard work
in delivering the curriculum to children who were both in school and at home. You have
gone the extra mile to support children and families who were struggling socially and
emotionally. You have taken all necessary steps to keep our children and our school
community safe. We know your workload has been unprecedented – we see this and
are so grateful for all that you do. Thank you!
To our parents and carers. You have juggled like professionals! We know most of you
aren’t teachers, and if you are, teaching your own kids isn’t what you signed up for!
It’s been incredibly hard. Through this difficult time you have continued to support
your child’s education, been flexible to abide by the new and changing requests of the
school about drop off, pick up, changing days for activities etc, all while managing
work and family life. Through this you have managed to be incredibly supportive of
your child’s teacher, providing lovely messages of gratitude and support which I know
mean so much. Thank you!
Finally, to our extraordinary children. You have adapted incredibly to the huge
changes in your world over the last year. You’ve had to survive without your friends,
without your football, your dancing – your support network. You’ve gone without
cuddles from your granny, grandad, aunts and uncles. You’ve worked hard to learn at
home and engaged brilliantly with the lessons your teachers have prepared for
you. You endured the teaching of your parents – which let’s face it is pretty
substandard, as some of you may be regularly reminding Mum and Dad! You’ve
demonstrated fantastic resilience and returned to school with huge enthusiasm and
positivity. We are so proud of you!
We are so lucky to be part of such a fantastic school community. Thank you for the
part you play in creating this.
Maggie McGarry
Chair of Governors
On behalf of the Governing Body
If you would like to get involved further, we have spaces on our governing body and
would welcome all applications.

FOLS
Firstly, a huge thank you for taking part on Red Nose Day raising money for Comic
Relief, Layston School raised a whopping £161.35! Thanks for all your donations,
Comic Relief continues to make a difference to the lives of millions of people across
the UK and around the world.
Another big thank you to all those who took part in our Easter Competitions and
Hamper Raffle. All the bunny drawings were brilliant and we hope the winners enjoy
their treats! We are still counting up all money raised but we will let you know a grand
total soon!
Bunny portrait competition winners are:
YR - Lottie
Y1 - Megan
Y2 - Frankie
Y3 - Clara
Y4 -Malise
The winner of the Easter Hamper is:
Oscar – Y2
Just a reminder to encourage children to take part in our sponsored Bunny Hop over
the Easter holidays. Last week a sponsor form was sent home for children to
challenge themselves to see how many hop, skips or jumps they can do in one minute.
If you could please return these to school at the start of the new term.
Finally, FOLS are always looking for new members to join our team. Any amount of
time, no matter how much or little, to help with fundraising, planning, events and
activities, is greatly appreciated!
If you would be interested in joining the team or have any suggestions/ideas please
contact Kerri on 07815014031.
Hopefully, come the summer we may be able to run our summer fair. This takes a
considerable amount of planning and organisation, so any help (again no matter how big
or small) you can offer would be amazing!

