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We have come to the end of our Autumn Term and the prospect of Christmas cheers us and
lifts our spirits away from the difficult year we have all endured due to COVID 19. So much
learning has taken place over this term and it is fantastic to see how well all the children
have adjusted to the learning in their year group bubbles. Children have had various
opportunities throughout the term to enhance their learning further through extended
forest school sessions and outdoor learning experiences.

The children all made Christmas
cards which were delivered to
elderly and vulnerable residents
in our local community. I hope
that these brought great joy
and some Christmas cheer to all
who received them.
I am sure you will join me in saying how well our children performed in the whole school Nativity
and carol service. This is available to view on the website. Thank you once again to all the
children, staff and to the parents/carers for supporting their children and the school during
this difficult term.

Fundraising for Charity
Over the summer Eva in Y3 cut her lovely long hair so that a child with cancer could have a
wig made to help make them smile. She was able to donate 14 inches which was long enough
for a long wig which is most in demand but the least available.
Eva managed to raise £550 for The Little Princess Trust, which is the exact cost of making a
wig for a child. Well done Eva for this fantastic achievement.
Attendance
We continue to prioritise attendance and are delighted to list all the children who have
achieved 100% attendance over the Autumn Term (up to 11th December).

Certificates have been awarded as follows:
Golden Certificates

71 total Gold

100% Attendance
Silver Certificates

34 total Silver

98% Attendance
Bronze Certificates

18 total Bronze

96% Attendance
In total there are 123 awards for 96% attendance and above.
Overall percentage for children across whole school is 98%. Well done all!
From all of us at Layston, we wish you a very peaceful Christmas in the company of your family
and hope that the New Year brings you all you have wished for. Thank you for all your continued
support and we look forward to seeing you in 2021.

Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year

Reception
Reception have been so busy! We
started off by exploring Autumn.
We enjoyed making ‘pumpkin
soup’ and ‘hibernating’ under the
leaves at Forest School!

We have enjoyed learning about the
festival of Diwali. We made Diva lamps
and explored the story of Rama and Sita.
We also enjoyed visiting our role play
temple.

We are all looking forward to
Christmas! We have been
learning about the post office
and getting creative with cards
and presents for our families!

Year 1
Year 1 have had an amazing
term! We have been reading
Mr Big, exploring emotions
and celebrating our
friendships! We made a
HUGE friendship chain for
friendship week sharing
ways that we are good
friends.

As part of RE, we have been learning
about the Nativity story and we made
Nativity Puppets. We then made
puppets of the key Nativity characters
and shared the story with Mrs Lomax
and Mrs Ballard in forest school.

We have been so proud of the children’s learning
in Science, where they have been exploring
materials and their properties. The class used
this knowledge in history identifying that old
toys were made from wood, paper and fabric,
whereas newer toys are mainly plastic and full of
technology! Thank you for sharing your toys with
us as well! The class loved seeing them and for
the adults, it brought back memories!

We all hope you have a magical Christmas – we can’t wait to see you back again in the New Year!

Year 2
In Art and Forest School, Year 2 have been
making rubbings and prints of leaves and
other natural objects. The children have
had a wonderful time and produced some
really lovely work!

We are really proud of how hard Year 2
have been working throughout the Autumn
Term! Well done!!

In D&T the children recently made some
Nativity stick puppets to use in the Forest
this week. They will act out the Nativity
Story using them.

On Monday, Year 2 had a
Christmas Art day. They enjoyed
making cards, decorations and all
sorts of other fun things!!

The Year 2 team hope you have a
wonderful Christmas and we look
forward to seeing you all in the New
Year!

Year 3
This term has flown by faster than a reindeer flies. Year 3 have been, as ever, been
incredibly busy with their learning this half term.

We have been testing different
surfaces for how much friction
they create in Science.

We have even taken part in a
scrapyard challenge sorting
magnetic and non-magnetic
materials!

The children took part in a virtual
Cross County event within the school
grounds, running a whopping 1400m in
total! The final results have been sent
to County and we are now waiting to
see how well we did compared to other
schools in the area. Watch this space!
We also made puppets from
each character in the
Nativity and stages our own
play in Forest School.

Finally, the Year 3 team would like
to thank you for all of your
support and wish you a very
Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year. Go easy on the mince pies!

Year 4
It’s been another action-packed half
term! In English, after finishing the
mythical adventure stories (see display
photo), we have been writing and
sharing speeches based on a book called
The King Who Banned the Dark.

In maths, we have been learning about place value,
column addition & subtraction and problem solving.

For Remembrance Day, everyone
made a poppy using the bottom of a
plastic bottle. They turned out great!
Everyone really enjoyed Christmas
dinner day which included a virtual
pantomime. We also had a go at the
After Eight challenge (it was very
funny).

In science, we have been learning about states
of matter, and the children had lots of fun
with cornflour slime which has properties of
both a solid and a liquid (it acts like a solid when pressure is applied).

FOLS
With everything being very different in school this year FOLs have been unable to do as
much fundraising in this first term as we normally do. We did however manage to arrange a
Christmas Dress up day that raised £134.77, half of which we have donated to Isabel
Hospice. Thank you all for your kind donations, the children all looked amazing!

As we were unable to go ahead with Christmas Raffles, Cake bakes and Christmas Fair this
year we thought it would be nice to arrange a reindeer visit. The children had a wonderful
time meeting Magnus and Snowy and enjoyed learning lots of interesting facts about
reindeer.

Each year group has also had a special video message from Santa himself! As he was unable to
visit this year, he sent his elves to deliver a little gift for each of the children. We hope the
Children enjoyed these along with the pantomime & Christmas craft packs! Once again we
would like to thank you for all your support and we look forward to more fundraising events
and activities next year!
Merry Christmas
FOLS

