
Year 4

Meet the teacher
13th September 2023

Mr Strahan

Mrs Scarrott



Reading – Why It’s So Important
• Reading for pleasure is the single most important 

factor in determining a child’s future (economic, 
employment, mental health).

• *Children from impoverished backgrounds who were 
highly engaged in reading obtained significantly higher 
reading scores than those with ‘higher status’ but low 
engagement with reading.

• Lack of engagement with reading correlates to lack of 
employment, lower wages and low well-being.

• Big impact on writing, spelling and spoken language too
* Analysis by Organisation for Economic Cooperation & Development



Statistically, children that read more, do better in school.



Reading

• Every child should read with an adult 
every day

• Reading raffle (monthly prize draw)

• If you still need convincing:
7 reasons why reading is good for you: 
https://www.cae.edu.au/news/7-proven-reasons-why-
reading-is-good-for-you/

https://www.cae.edu.au/news/7-proven-reasons-why-reading-is-good-for-you/
https://www.cae.edu.au/news/7-proven-reasons-why-reading-is-good-for-you/


Autumn Learning
• Anglo-Saxons in history

• Workshop on Monday 2nd October (letter home 
this week) – dressing up optional

• Place value in maths (numbers to 10,000)

• Mythical stories in English

• Electricity in science

• Coding in computing (on Scratch)

• Forest school every Friday (afternoon)

https://scratch.mit.edu/


Times Tables

• Start next week (Fri 22nd Sept)
• Test every Friday
• Letter to be sent home this week
• Children will have some input into the tables they 

learn (within reason)
• Really important in spring term maths lessons 

(and beyond)
• Children that practise at home each week will do 

well
• Times Tables Rock Stars can be used to practise



Multiplication Tables Check (MTC)

• In June 2024, Year 4 will complete the 
online “multiplication tables check”.

• Takes just 5 minutes

• 25 multiplication questions

• Children only get 6 seconds to answer 
each question, so they need to know 
their times tables really well!



Spelling

• Test every Friday

• First lot sent home this week (15th Sept)

• Accompanied by a maths frenzy and times 
tables grid (can be completed with or 
without being timed)

• Children are expected to spell 'most' of the 
Y3/4 list by the end of Year 4

• For some children, high frequency words will 
be prioritised instead





Christmas Play
• Audition scripts sent out in the week 

before half term

• Auditions straight after half term

• Provisional performance dates:
• Wednesday 13th December (afternoon)

• Thursday 14th December (afternoon)

• Friday 15th December (evening)



Hudnall Park Residential Trip

Wednesday 5th to Friday 7th June 2023

Information meeting to

be held after Christmas.
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