
HOW CHILDREN LEARN 

Learning to Read

Layston First School



Reading is complex…

1. Recognise letters and sounds – phonics.
2. Blending the words to read them.
3. Understanding what they are reading – 
comprehension.

You need all of this to be able to read well. 



What is phonics?

Phonics is teaching the children the 
correspondence between the grapheme 
(letter shape) and the sound.

We use a scheme called ‘Read Write Inc.’

The scheme groups sounds and sets out 
exactly when and how to teach each one.



Speed Sounds Set 1



Speed Sounds Set 2



Speed Sounds Set 3



The importance of pure sounds

It is important we teach children pure 
sounds so that they can blend easily.
e.g. 
Muh – uh – muh
Mmm – u - mmm

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yln6PpV1G1I



Name the pictures



Teaching letter formation



Picture Phrases



Sounds + blending = reading a word 

+



Reading with Fred Talk



‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’, read the word



Fred games and Fred talk throughout the day

Shall we have some l-u-n-ch ?

What would you like to p-l-ay ?

Let’s put on your h-a-t.



Splitting a word up into sounds = spelling  

The opposite process to word reading.

‘Fred fingers.’ 



‘Three with me, four at home’ - home reading books

Accuracy

Fluency

Comprehension

Read and enjoy at home



After the third read…



‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’, read the word



Red Words



Book Bag Books

• Extra reading practice at home
• Reinforce children's learning of phonics at the 

appropriate level.
• Helps to make even faster progress in reading.



What can you do?

• Listen to your child read the same 
Storybook/Ditty sheet again and again.

 
• Encourage them to use ’Special Friends’ 

(if needed), ‘Fred Talk’, ‘read the word’.

• Discuss the story and encourage their 
storyteller voice.



Story books

Children are wired to thrive on repetition 
of favourite books. 



10 things your child learns when you read aloud 
stories and poems every day

1. Sustain attention

2. Appreciate rhythm and rhyme

3. Build pictures in their minds from the words on the page
4. Understand humour and irony 

5. Use new words and phrases in different contexts  - and later 
in writing

6. Learn new vocabulary and knowledge of the world
7. Think about characters’ feelings and use appropriate voices

8. Follow a plot with all its twists and turns

9. Understand suspense and predict what’s about to happen 
next

10. Link sentences and ideas from one passage to the next



The more that you read, the more 
things you will know. The more that 
you learn, the more places you’ll go! 

Dr. Seuss



Any questions?

Q&A



THANK YOU! 



Phonics Terminology

phonics - The teaching of reading by developing awareness of the sounds in words and 
the corresponding letters used to represent those sounds.

phoneme - Any one of the 44 sounds which make up words in the English language

grapheme - How a phoneme is written down. There can be more than one way to spell a 
phoneme. For example, the phoneme ‘ay’ is spelt differently in each of the words ‘way’, 
‘make’, ‘fail’, ‘great’, ‘sleigh’ and ‘lady’.

digraph - a combination of two letters representing one phoneme e.g ch in chip , ng in 
king, oa in boat.

trigraph - a combination of three letters representing one phoneme e.g igh in light, air 
in hair.

split digraph - a digraph which is split by a consonant e.g ie in pile

blending - Putting together the sounds in a word in order to read it, e.g. ‘f – r – o – g, 
frog’. We call this ‘Fred talk and read the word’. 

segmenting - Breaking a word into its constituent sounds in order to spell them, e.g. 
‘frog, f – r – o – g’’. We use ‘Fred fingers’ to help us do this.
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