A Mixed

Reception/Year 1
Class




“Year 1 children will be held

back.”»> Truth: They often thrive

with responsibility, develop
empathy, and rise to lead.

“Play is only for Reception.”
Truth: Purposeful play benefits
Year 1 too - it deepens
understanding and keeps
motivation high.

“Reception children can’t cope
with Year 1 content.”> Truth:
They absorb like sponges —
exposure sparks curiosity and
stretch.

“Assessment is impossible.”
Truth: Observation, dialogue,
and knowing your children

makes assessment powerful and

precise.

“You have to plan two completely
separate lessons for everything.”»
Truth: Smart, layered planning
can serve both groups with one
focus and differentiated depth.

“Parents won't get it.”»> Truth: With
clear communication, they often
become your biggest advocates.

& MIXED R/Y1 CLASS MYTHS

“It's chaos - no one learns
anything properly.”> Truth:
With clear systems and
rhythms, it becomes a well-
tuned dance.

“Only ‘certain teachers’ can
handle it."»> Truth: You don’t
need to be superhuman — just
reflective, responsive, and
resilient.




THE RESEARCH

“Mixed-age groupings create a frame for deepening relationships for staff
with children and their families.”
— Head Start Early Childhood Learning & Knowledge Center

“Mixed-age groups can help to nurture empathy, social skills and
emotional intelligence. Younger children are exposed to different
perspectives from their older peers and the older children learn
patience while helping their younger peers.”
— Community Early Learning Australia (CELA)

“The teachers explain how the programme has benefited all pupils in
their classes, providing firm foundations for later work in maths.”
— NCETM on Mastering Number at Reception and KS1

“One of the benefits of mixed-age groups is that they provide a context

in which older children’s dispositions to nurture can be strengthened.”
— Lilian G. Katz, ERIC Digest

“Mixed-age classrooms better prepare children for the ‘real world,” in
which they'll interact with other people of a range of ages, experiences,
and abilities.”

— Applemontessori Schools




& WHY MIXED CLASSES WORK

Natural mentoring - Deep understanding of

One class, one team, ) ) )
older children thrive as each child over two

one journe
J Y role models years

This isn’t two classrooms

, T The Year 1 children shine as You don't start from scratch for
squeez.ed nto pne. !t s a single leaders - guiding, showing, the Year 1s. You know their
Iearnlng Family, with shared modelling. They don’t just learn quirks, their cues, their quiet
routines, shared valueé, and a for themselves; they learn so they talents and they know you. This
. shared péth ) evgn I the . can teach others. And that, my continuity builds trust - and with
milestones differ. Children thr!ve friend, is where confidence trust comes risk-taking, progress
when they feel part of something blooms. and joy.

bigger than themselves.



% WHY MIXED CLASSES WORK

Year 1's really do hit

the ground running

Your Year 1s hit the ground
running in September - no
transition phase, no wobble, just
straight into familiar routines,
and rising to the challenge with a
positive growth mindset. They
really do step up with pride.

Consolidation and
Stretch

For Year 1s, a mixed class offers
vital consolidation - space to
deepen, secure, and steady their
skills.

For Reception, it offers stretch -
gentle exposure to what comes
next, sparked by real models and
real purpose.

Confidence and

Independence

This approach builds confidence
and independence for all -
Reception children step up with
purpose, and Year 1s lead with
pride. Everyone grows, just at
their own pace. It really is
magical.



& WHY MIXED CLASSES WORK

Reception children rise Shared experiences

Natural adaptation to challenge and thrive build a strong

with example classroom culture

In @ mixed Reception and Year 1 class,

Reception children rise to the In a mixed Reception and Year 1 class,
adaptation is instinctive. Children challenge, because they see what's shared experiences are the glue.
adjust to each other: Year 1s learn to possible. They thrive on example - the One story, heard by all
lead with kindness - Reception Year 1 role models, the shared One song, sung side by side
children stretch. by imitation and routines, the quiet dare to try. “Show One routine, echoed in different ways.
curiosity. me how” becomes “Let me try.” They These moments - repeated, familiar,
Everyone finds their place through thrive because of this mix. joyful - build a culture of belonging.

repetition and relationships.



& WHY MIXED CLASSES WORK

Language and social Repetitio.n For
skills skyrocket through Reception;

peer interaction Reinforcement for Year

1

What might feel like repetition to
you is vital rehearsal for them.
Reception children need it to
embed learning. And for Year 1?
It deepens understanding and
strengthens fluency. Win-win. By
Spring, there is a flow that is
priceless.

In mixed classes, the talking
never stops - and that’s a good
thing. Older children stretch their
vocabulary, younger ones soak it
In. Conversation becomes a huge
part of the curriculum.

When it clicks, it really

clicks - it becomes
magic

And that moment - often in early
spring - where the class just works.
They are one. They help each other.

They buzz with purpose. And you
realise: this is what it's all for. This
Is powerful. No ceiling limit. ‘Reach
for the stars’ is your class mantra!



The younger ones learn from their older counterparts at
every opportunity, observing their behaviours, language and
academic skills.




ALL year 1 children will receive an exemplary Year 1
curriculum with ambitious experiences and high

expectations. This is their entitlement.

This Is NOT a “staying behind” scenario.




Year 1 children will be used to routines and high
expectations and therefore will continue to progress at a
quicker rate: ‘Carry on from where they left off in July!




Reception and Year 1 Vision
Honouring all that has come before - and building all that is yet to be.

In our Reception and Year 1 classrooms, we believe every child arrives already learning -
curious, capable, and rich in experience. These early school years deepen and extend that
journey, laying strong foundations for a lifetime of learning, confidence, and joy.

Our classroom is a place of wonder and stretch, where play is treasured, exploration is
encouraged, and every child is known, noticed, and nurtured. Children are supported to aim
high, believe in their brilliance, and take pride in who they are becoming.

Here, mastery is nurtured and independence blossoms.

Children become confident, motivated learners with high expectations of themselves
and others — thinkers, questioners, collaborators, and creators.

Our classroom balances early discovery with structure and challenge. Whether forming letters
or writing stories, building towers or building friendships, children rise with care, freedom,
and belief.

Our team works as one - professionals who plan with insight, adapt with heart, and teach
with joy.

We don't just prepare children for what comes next.

We honour where they’ve come from - and launch them toward all they can bec




Carefully curated continuous
provision opportunities linked to
current learning

Open-ended resources that grow
with the child, not outpace them

Familiar areas: writing table,
construction, role play, small
world

Year 1 provocations - ‘play’ -
with serious intent behind them

WHY IT MATTERS:

Because the environment is the second
teacher - it scaffolds when an adult
can’t

Because it allows children to revisit,
explore, and deepen their learning
independently

Because in a mixed class, the room
must teach too - not just the adult

ENABLING ENVIRONMENTS

Clear labels, cosy corners, quiet
zones - spaces to rest and reset

Challenge cards or invitations to
extend for both year groups

Independence tools: clipboards,
visual timetables, mini
whiteboards, checklists

‘Our’ room - all have their place
- team approaches. Access

resources independently
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EYFS/Year 1 Expectations

Mathematics: Number and Numerical Pattern

Jandd
Yearolds

# Develop fast recognition of up ta 3 objects, without having to count them individually ("subitising’).
Recita numbers past 5. Say one numbsar for each item inordar: 1,2,3,4,5. Know that the last numbar
reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how many there are in total ("cardinal
principla’}. Show ‘fingar numbers’ up to 5. Link numerals and amounts: for example, showing the right
number of chjects to match the numeral, up ta 5. Exparimant with their own symbols and marks a3
well a3 numerals.

*  Solye real waorld mathematical problemes with numbers up to 5. Compare quantities using language:
‘more than®, "fewear than' Talk about and explore 20 and 30 shapes (for example, circles, rectangles,
triangles and cubaids) using informal and mathematical language: ‘sides’, ‘cormers’; ‘straight”, "flat”,
‘round”.

» Understand position through words alone — for example, “The bag is under the table,” —with no
painting. Describa & familiar route. Discuss routes and locations, using wards liks "in front of’ and
‘behind".

# Maks comparisons betwesen obhjects relating to size, length, weight and capacity. Select shapes
appropriately: flat surfaces for building, a triangular prism for a roof eto.

# Copmbing shapes ta maks new ones - an arch, a biggar triangla etc. Talk about and identify the patterns
araund them. For exemple: stripas on clothas, designs on rugs and wallpapear.

# Uszeinformal language like “pointy’, 'spotty’, 'blobs’ atc. Extend and create ABABR patterns — stick, laaf,
stick, leaf. Motice and correct an arror in & repeating pattern. Begin to describe a sequence of events,
real or fictional, using words such as 'firat’, 'then...’

Children
in
Racaption

* Cpuntaobjects, actions and sounds. Subitiza. Link the numbar symbol {numeral) with its cardinal
number valus. Count beyond ten. Compare numbsers. Understand the ‘one mors thanfone less than”
relationship betwesn consacutive numbers. Explors the compaosition of numbers to 10, Agtomatically
recall number bonds for numbers 0-10. Select, rotate and manipulate shapes in order to develop
spatial regsoning skills. Composs and decomposa shapes so thet children recognize a shapes can
hawve other shapes within it, just 85 numbers can. Continue, copy and create repeating patterns.
Compare length, weight and capacity.

o
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Humbes Numerical Patterns
* Hawe s desp understanding of number ta 10, « Varbally count beyond 20, recognising the
including the compasition of each number. pattern of the counting systam.
Subsite [recognise quantities without « Compara guantities up to 10 in different
counting) up to 5. contexts, recognising when one guantity is
* Automatically recall (without refarence to greatar than, less than or the =ame as the
rhymmes, counting or ather aids) numbear other guantity.
bonds upto 5 (including subtraction facts) » Explore and represent patterna within
and soma number bonds to 10, including numbers up to 10, including evens and adds,
daubls facts. double facts and how quantities can be
distributed agually.

Year One

HMumber and Place Valse

Count to and across 100, forwards and backwards, beginning with O or 1, or from any ghvan number.

Count, read and write numbers ta 100 in numerals; count in multiples of twos, fives and tens.

Givan a number, identify one more and one lass.

Idantify and represent numbers using objects and pictorial representations including tha number line, and uze
the language of: aqual to, more than, less than (fewer), most, least.

Read and writs numbers from 1 to 20 in numerals and words.

Addition and Subtraction

Read, write and interpret mathematical statemants involving addition (+), subtraction (-] and eguals (=) signs.
Raprezant and use number bonds and related subtraction facts within 20,

Add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero.

Solve one-step problemes that irvalye addition and subtraction, using concrete objects and pictorial
rapresantations, and mizsing number problams such as 7 =[] - 8.

Multiplication and Division

Solve one-stap problems imvalving multiplication and division, by calculating the answer using concrete
objects, pictorial representations and arrays with the support of the teacher.

Eractions

Racognise, find and name a half as one of two egual parts of an abjact, shape or guantity.

Recognise, find and name a guartar as one of four equel parts of an object, shapa or guantity.

Messurament

Department
for Education

The national
curriculum in
England

Framework document

December 2014

Compare, describe and solve practical problams for:

Lengths and heights [for example, long'shart, longerfshortar, tall'short, doublashalf]

Mazaiweight [for example, heawlight, haawvier than, lighter than]

Capacity and valume [for example, fullfempty, more then, leas than, half, half full, guarter]

Time [for example, quicker, slowaer, earlier, latar]

Measura and bagin to record the following:

Lengths and heights

Massiweight

Capacity and valume

Time thours, minutes, seconds)

Recognise and kniow the valus of different denominations of coins and notes

Sequence evants in chronological ordar using language [for ezample, before and aftar, next, first, today,
yestarday, tomorrow, moming, afterncon and evaning)

Recogniss and use language relating to dates, including days of the week, weaks, months end years
Tell the time tothe hour and half past tha hour and draw tha hands an a clock face to show thesa times.
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SoiencaZUnd = the World

Jand d Yaar
olds

Uze all their zenzes in handson exploration of natural materials. Explore collections of materials
with similar and/or different properties. Talk about what they sea, using a widevocabulary. Begin
to make sense of their own life-story and family's history. Show interest in different occupations.
Explore how things work. Plant zeeds and care for growing plants. Understand the key features of

the life cycle of a plant and an animal. Begin to understand the need to respect and care for tha
natural environment and all living things. Explore and talk about different forces they can feel.
Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice. Continue developing
positive attitudes about the differences between people. Know that there are different countries
in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos.

Children in
Reception

Talk about members of theirimmediate family and commiuinity. Name and describe people who
are familiar to them. Comment en imagas of familiar situationz in the past. Compare and
contrast characters from stones, including figures from the past. Draw information from a
simple map. Understand that some places are special to members of their community.
Recognize that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways.
Recognize some similarities and differences betweean Life in this country and life in other
countries. Explore the natural world arcund them. Describe what they zee, hear and feel whilst
outside. Recognise some environments that are different to the one inwhich they live.
Understand the effect of changing seazons on the natural world around them.
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Past and Presant

Talk about the lives of the
people around then and their
rales in society. Know some
similarities and differences
between things in the past and
now, drawing on their
experiences and what has
been read in class.
Understand the past through
settings, characters and
events ancounterad in books
read in class and storytelling.

People, Culture and
Community Describe their
immediate environment using
knowledge from observation,
discussion, stories, nonfiction
texts and maps. Know some
similaritiez and differences
between differant religious
and cultural communities in
this country, drawing on their
experiences and what haz
been read in clazs. Explain
same similarities and
differences between life in this
country and life in other
countries, drawing on
knowledge from stories, non-
fiction texts and = when
appropriate - maps.

Thie Matural World Explore the
natural world around them,
making obaervations and
drawing picturas of animals
and plants. Know some
similarities and diffarences
between the natural world
around them and contrasting
environments, drawing on
their experiences and what
has been read in class.
Understand some important
processes and changes in the
natural world around them,
including the seasons and
changing states of matter.

Year Cne

Duringyear 1 and 2, pupils should be taught to usa tha fellowing practical scientific metheds, procasses
and skills through the teaching of the programme of study contant:
fzking simpla guestions and recognising that they can be answarad in diffarant ways.
Observing closaly, using simple eguipment.

Department
for Education

The national
curriculum in
England

Framework document

December 2014

Parforming simpls tests.

Identifying and classifying.

Uzing their observations and ideas to suggest answers to guastions.
Gathering and recording data to help in answearing quastions.

Plants

Identify and name a variety of common wild and gardan plants, including deciduous and evergra
Identify and describe the basic structure of 8 variety of common flowsring plants, including traes
: . fing |

Identify and name a variety of commaon animals, including fish, amphibians, reptilas, birds and n
Identify and name a variety of commaon animals that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivaras.
Describe and compare the structura of commoaon animals (fish, amphibians, reptilzs, birds and m
including pats.)

Identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of the human body and say which part of the body
azsociated with each sansze.

Evaryday materials

Distinguizh batween an obhject and the material from which it is made.

Idantify and name a variety of evanyday materials, including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water and rock.
Drascribe the simple physical properties of a varaty of evenpday materials.,

Compare and group togethar a variety of everyday materials on the basis of their simple physical
properties.

Seasongl changs
Obzerva changas across tha four 3sasons.
Obsersa and describe weather associated with tha seasons and how day length varies.
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SoiencaZUnd = the World

Jand d Yaar
olds

Uze all their zenzes in handson exploration of natural materials. Explore collections of materials
with similar and/or different properties. Talk about what they sea, using a widevocabulary. Begin
to make sense of their own life-story and family's history. Show interest in different occupations.
Explore how things work. Plant zeeds and care for growing plants. Understand the key features of
the life cycle of a plant and an animal. Begin to understand the need to respect and care for tha
natural environment and all living things. Explore and talk about different forces they can feel.
Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice. Continue developing
positive attitudes about the differences between people. Know that there are different countries
in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos.

Children in
Reception

Talk about members of theirimmediate family and commiuinity. Name and describe people who
are familiar to them. Comment en imagas of familiar situationz in the past. Compare and
contrast characters from stones, including figures from the past. Draw information from a
simple map. Understand that some places are special to members of their community.
Recognize that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways.
Recognize some similarities and differences betweean Life in this country and life in other
countries. Explore the natural world arcund them. Describe what they zee, hear and feel whilst
outside. Recognise some environments that are different to the one inwhich they live.
Understand the effect of changing seazons on the natural world around them.
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Past and Presant Peopla, Culture and Thi Matural World Explore the
Talk about the lives of the Community Describe their natural world around them,
peaple around them and their | immediate environment uging | making cbservations and
roles in society. Know some knowladge from observation, | drawing pictures of animals
similarities and differences discussion, stories, nonfiction | and plants. Know some
between things in the past and | texts and maps. Know some similarities and differences
now, drawing on their similarities and differences betwean the natural warld
aexperiences and what has batween different religious around them and contrasting
been read in class. and cultural communities in environments, drawing on
Understand the past through | this country, drawing on their | their expariences and what
settings, characters and experiences and what has has bean read in class.
avents encounterad in books bean read in clazs. Explain Understand some important
read in class and stonytelling. | some similarities and processes and changes in the
differences between life inthis | natural world around them,
country and life in other including the 2easons and
countriegs, drawing on changing states of matter.
knowledge from stories, non-
fiction texts and = when
appropriate - maps.

Year Cne

Duringyear 1 and 2, pupils should be taught to use the following practical scientific mathods, processes
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and skills through the teaching of the programme of study contant:

fzking simpla guestions and recognising that they can be answarad in diffarant ways.
Observing closaly, using simple eguipment.

Parforming simpls tests.

Identifying and classifying.

Uzing their observations and ideas to suggest answers to guastions.

Gathering and recording data to help in answearing quastions.

Plants

Identify and name a variety of common wild and gardan plants, including deciduouws and evergraen treas.
Identify and describe the basic structure of 8 variety of common flowering plants, including traes.

: . fing |

Identify and name a variety of comman animals, including fish, amphibians, reptilas, birds and mammals.
Identify and name a variety of commaon animals that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivaras.

Describe and compare the structura of common animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals,
including pats.)

Evaryday materials

Distinguizh batween an chject and tha material from which it is made.

Identify and name a variety of evanyday materials, including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water and rock.
Describe the simple physical proparties of a varaty of everyday materials,

Compare and group togethear a variety of everyday materials on the basis of their simple physical
propertias.

Seagonal changs
Observa changas across tha four seasons.
Observa and describe weather associated with the seasons and how day langth varies.

Identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of the human body and say which part of the body is
azsociated with each sansze.
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